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if possible.   But what Indian can say that he will not tnind, that he
is agreeable to, the enactment of such a law?
INDIANS' ENEMIES
But why is it that such difficulties arise constantly? The answer is
that there are certain Indians who have become enemies of the commu-
nity. They tell General Smuts that the Indian community has no
fight left in it, that everyone will submit to the Act, that the talk of
burning [the registers] is mere bragging, that everyone will take out
licences and give thumb-impressions, that it is Mr. Gandhi and a few
other Indians who are the cause of the mischief, that the others have no
grievances. These reports are welcome to General Smuts; he believes
them, with the result that Indians suffer. If all the Indians are in fact
prepared to submit to the Act, it is only right that the law should apply
to them.
But.I believe that there are only a few Indians who accept the
Act. Letters continue to come in from many towns, such as Barberton,
Christiana, Volksrust, Vereeniging, Nylstroom, Heidelberg, Gennis-
ton, to say that Indians are steadfast and will fight for these rights.
There are many Indians in these towns who have not taken out licences
and do not mean to. So long as this spirit persists, Indians will not
suffer defeat. What is reported to General Smuts, and by whom, will
make no difference.
SORABJI
Sorabji has been wonderful. He has come all the way from
Gharlesfown just to go to gaoL By the time people have a copy of this
paper he may already have been installed in gaol. Let every Indian
understand that, after sending him to gaol, the Indian community should
not forgo any of the rights we have discussed above.
MASS MEETING
A mass meeting will be held on Sunday. Registers will not be burnt
at this meeting, not yet. Many rumours are current, so that the
wisest course will be to wait till General Smuts publishes his draft
Bill and then to burn the registers, and meanwhile to prepare for any
eventuality. There is no reason to fear that he will play foul if
we wait. That is not how deceit is practised. For double-crossing
can have no effect on a satyagrahi, as he does not depend on
others in his fight. After the draft Bill is published, we can
make a bonfire of the certificates and warm ourselves by it. The
Bill has first to appear in the Gazette, be discussed in Parliament and
receive Royal assent in England before it can come into force. In the
meantime, we can try and cope with the situation. But all those Indians
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